
 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anvil Court 
Church Street  
Abertillery 
NP13 1DB 

Llys yr Einion 
Heol yr Eglwys 
Abertyleri 
NP13 1DB 

The Council welcomes correspondence in Welsh and English and we will communicate with you in the language of your choice, as 
long as you let us know which you prefer.  Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to any delay. 

Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg a byddwn yn cyfathrebu gyda chi yn eich dewis iaith, dim ond i chi 
rhoi gwybod i ni pa un sydd well gennych.  Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn creu unrhyw oedi. 
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T: (01495) 355337  

 

E:  Lynn.Phillips@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk 

Our Ref./Ein Cyf.  LP/CG 

Your Ref./Eich Cyf.   

Contact:/Cysylltwch â:  Lynn Phillips  

Date:/ Dyddiad:  Friday, 22nd October 2021 

 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re. Update – Covid Safety Measures for Schools 
 
I am writing to you with an update on COVID-19 safety measures in Blaenau Gwent schools. 
 
Our schools continue to be risk assessed, COVID safe environments. However, due to a rising 
number of cases in communities right across Gwent, as a Local Authority we are recommending 
that enhanced safety measures will be introduced into schools following the half term holiday 
period.  
 
This is due to a continuing rise in cases in the Aneurin Bevan Health Board region and the 
associated increasing pressure on health and social care services. This means we are having to 
look at the ways our schools can help to try and contribute to breaking this transmission, 
wherever possible. 
 
As always, the top priority for the Council and all our schools is to consider safety and to 
minimise the disruption to learning for our children and young people. We are again working 
closely with Headteachers to agree a common Blaenau Gwent approach. The main change will 
be that we will be asking secondary aged learners to wear face coverings indoors (including in 
classrooms), where physical distancing cannot be maintained. 
 
Schools will be working to maintain contact groups throughout the school day as much as 
practically possible, and lessons will incorporate physical distancing again where possible. 
 
The mandatory use of face coverings for secondary school learners on Home to School 
Transport will continue, and this is also encouraged for primary learners. There is a recognition, 
however, that this is not always possible with younger and vulnerable learners, but there are 
additional control measures in such circumstances. 
 
At the present time, we are advising that breakfast and after school clubs can continue, but 
provision will remain at current levels for the foreseeable future. 
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Further details on the measures will be communicated to you by 
your individual school as required.  Blaenau Gwent schools 
continue to be an active participant in the Wales Test, Trace 
Protect Service, and I would ask any parent/guardian contacted 
by this service to take the advice offered. 
 
I would like to remind parents that your child/children should not attend at school if they have 
tested positive for COVID-19, or are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19. If they do have 
symptoms they should isolate and access a test. Guidance on this is now different for those 
learners under the age of 5.  
 
We also continue to encourage our secondary learners and advise all school staff to carry out 
regular lateral flow testing. This is only for students without symptoms. This is extremely 
important as we try to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 in our communities. The 
vaccination programme for 12 – 15 year olds is continuing and pleasingly we are currently 
seeing a good take up of this by our young people in Blaenau Gwent. 
 
This continues to be a challenging time for our entire school community in Blaenau Gwent, and 
we must all work together to stay safe, and keep our children and young people learning. 
 
Once again, thank you all for your continued support for our schools and education colleagues 
during these difficult times.  
 
Best Wishes and please enjoy the half-term break and stay safe, 

 

 
Lynn Phillips 
Corporate Director for Education 
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 


